
 
September 23, 2020 
 
 
Dear St. William the Abbot Families, 
 
Our return to St. William the Abbot Church for the Opening Mass on Monday was most special.  Father 
Joe welcomed grades 4-8 students back and reminded them that they were home, albeit with face masks 
and distancing.  It was a wonderful reminder that the practice of our faith is what sets us apart from public 
schools, and that faith is what sustains us during challenging days.  We are a blessed community!  Some 
parents reached out to question the decision of attending Mass in -person, so I do want to take this 
opportunity to reassure all of you that safety measures were taken, including scheduled arrival times so as 
to maintain proper distancing, students sitting four to a pew, and students utilizing every other pew to 
again maintain proper distancing.  In addition, the Mass was for SWS students only, therefore, 
parishioners did not attend.  Please rest assured that safety is paramount.  Next month’s Mass will be 
celebrated with K-3 students in attendance, and we will again follow safety protocols.  
 
A note about the remote learning option.  Some have asked if their child can “tune in” if he or she is out 
sick for a day or two, or while on vacation.  The remote learning option is not intended for such situations, 
rather, it is for students/families that have chosen not to return to the school building for in-person 
learning.  I thank you for your understanding and cooperation. 
 
Please remember that a note from home must be sent to school when a child returns from an absence. 
This has always been school policy, and is even more critical during this time as a result of Covid-19.  In 
addition, if a child is absent from school for three consecutive days (Covid-19 related or not), medical 
clearance is required.  Students cannot return to school without the proper medical documentation and 
clearance.  Again, thank you! 
 
I would like to give our SWS students a special mention in this week’s letter.  Since school has started, 
they have done an outstanding job of following directions and working to maintain order and a safe 
atmosphere.  We could not do this without them, and they have stepped up and handled their return with a 
great spirit of cooperation!  I am so very proud of them! 
 
Have a great week, 
Mrs. Bricker 


