
 
 

April 29, 2020 
 
Dear St. William the Abbot Families, 
 
I hope this letter finds you all well!  I came across another quote from Brene Brown that I believe is interesting, 
thought-provoking, and worth sharing. She says, “A crisis highlights all of our fault lines.  We can pretend that we 
have nothing to learn, or we can take this opportunity to own the truth and make a better future for ourselves and 
others.”  I will absolutely admit that my “fault lines” have been exposed, just ask my family with whom I am 
quarantined.  It’s also been an opportunity, however, to re-prioritize and appreciate all the blessings, and I’ve 
found so many more now that I am actively looking.  I hope you’ve found unexpected joys and a greater 
appreciation for God’s blessings.  They’re there, we just need to open our hearts and minds.  I have found that my 
faith has been deepened because I am not rushing here and there, and this time of isolation and simplicity has been 
a gift in that respect.   The words from St. Luke’s Gospel are particularly powerful as we make our way through 
this crisis: “I tell you, keep asking, and it will be given to you.  Keep seeking, and you will find.  Keep knocking, 
and it will be opened to you.”  Amen! 
 
During this time of renewed faith, I am so happy to share that we will have a School Mass this Friday, May 1st at 
2:00pm with Fr. Joe, Fr. James, and Fr. Collins.  The Mass will be broadcast “live” on the St. William the Abbot 
School Facebook page.  Please mark your calendars and set this time aside for your children and for yourselves to 
once again “gather” as a school community in celebration of the Mass.  Please see the attached flyer following this 
letter for more information.  
 
We began Phase II of remote instruction on Monday, in which we are following a set schedule that provides 
increased direct instruction for our students.  The feedback on the schedules has been very positive, and we do 
hope that they have provided a bit more stability to your days.  There have been some glitches in the primary 
grades with accessing Google Meet classes, but we do believe we have identified the reason for those glitches, and 
hopefully today will be a bit smoother.  Keep your fingers crossed!  Very special thanks to Mrs. Ryan for her 
patience in handling these tech issues, and for her work in scheduling each and every Phase II Google Meet.  Her 
oversight of the Tech program has been a major reason that SWS is so far ahead of the curve with remote 
instruction.  Happy learning! 
 
Lastly, I’d like to close with some words for our SWS 2nd graders. This Saturday would have been a very special 
day for you, and your families, as you would have received the Sacrament of First Eucharist.  We are sad that this 
milestone moment in your faith journeys has been delayed.  We have two choices when forced to wait. We can 
become impatient and angry, or we can remain calm in the knowledge that when the moment finally does arrive, it 
will be even more special! It will happen, and it will be beautiful! I would ask everyone to keep our 2nd graders 
and their families in your thoughts and prayers this Saturday!  
 
Have a great week, 
Mrs. Bricker 
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