
 
 
March 18, 2020 
 
Dear St. William the Abbot Families, 
 
This edition of the Weekly Envelope will be somewhat different as it is dedicated to the ongoing 
COVID-19 Coronavirus situation.  I would ask that you scroll through the entire Envelope this 
week in order to stay informed. 
 
Please find the latest information: 

● As per yesterday’s notification, school is closed through April 1, 2020 (return date of 
April 2, 2020), as per NYS Executive Order. That, of course, is subject to change. 

● The opening of the NYS Computer-Based Testing Window for ELA (grades 4 and 6), 
originally scheduled for March 23, 2020, has been postponed.  There has been no 
indication of when, or if there will be a new date for testing. 

● Report Card Conferences are cancelled.  We are looking at various options as to how to 
distribute Report Cards.  Details to follow. 

● Boonli accounts have been credited for lunch purchases made through 4/1/2020. 
● Tuition payments should be mailed directly to the SWA Rectory at 2000 Jackson Ave., 

Seaford, NY 11783. 
● As a result of the need for social distancing, and in recognition of the fact that students 

will need to gather together to practice, the Variety Show has been cancelled.   
● The Diocese of Rockville Centre has suspended all masses, meetings, and non-essential 

activities through April 14, 2020.  This includes all Confirmations, First Communions, 
First Confessions, etc.  As our 2nd grade parents are aware, the SWS First Communion is 
scheduled for May 2, 2020.  At this time, no decision has been made on a potential 
postponement of the ceremony. (See Fr. Joe’s letter below.) 

 
I want to reassure all of you that a deep cleaning of the school building has begun and will 
continue until the school is fully cleaned and sanitized.  Thank you to the maintenance 
department for their efforts in keeping our school safe.  
 
As a point of information, our School Counselor, Ms. Cassandra Vaughan is available to answer 
any questions you may have in terms of how to speak with your child(ren) about the Coronavirus 
pandemic.  You will find the CDC guidelines on how to speak with your children in this edition 



of the Weekly Envelope.  Ms. Vaughan is also setting up a Google Classroom that can be 
accessed by parents and/or students as an additional resource.    
 
Lastly, saving the best for last, I am so incredibly proud of the SWS Faculty and Staff for the 
work they have done, and continue to do, in terms of continuity of instruction.  SWS was ready 
to go at 8:30am on Day One of this closure, and we will be there every step of the way as this 
health crisis unfolds.  I often praise the SWS Faculty in these weekly letters, and I certainly hope 
that you now fully understand why I do!  I am so grateful for their efforts, and I know you are, as 
well.  I’m sure they’d love to hear from you as they persist in their efforts to ensure meaningful 
learning for our students!  Special thanks, as well,  to Fr. Joe for his support, Ms. Bendish for her 
impeccable assistance each and every day, to Mrs. Ryan for handling any and all tech issues, and 
to Mrs. Lampasone for picking the wrong week to answer the phones!  It has been a team effort, 
and what a team we have here at SWS! 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me at ebricker5651@stwilliamtheabbot.net with any questions 
or concerns.   
 
Have a healthy week, 
Mrs. Bricker 
 
PS...Please enjoy some photos below of our students working at home this week! 
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March 16, 2020  
 
Dear Parishioners:  
 
Below you will find an update from the office of the Diocese of Rockville Centre. 

As of March 15, 2020, the Centers for Disease Control announced that it is recommended that 
all events involving 50 people or more be suspended or postponed. In an effort to promote 
health and safety of all people, the Diocese of Rockville Centre announces the following 
measures:  

Beginning Monday, March 16, 2020 at 3:00 PM, all Masses (weekday and weekend), meetings, 
and non-essential activities in our parishes are suspended or postponed through Tuesday, April 
14, 2020. This will include all Holy Week and Easter Liturgies. However, these will be televised 
and available online (see below).  

This includes all Confirmations, First Communions, First Confessions, etc. When these 
events are rescheduled, they will be announced by local parishes. Funerals and 
weddings may be permitted if necessary, but should be limited to immediate family and 
remain under 50 people in attendance. Baptisms should be postponed unless 
absolutely necessary and should observe the same limits.  

Churches may remain open for private prayer at the discretion of the Pastor. However, they 
must observe the recommendation of fewer than 50 people permitted. Please note that St. 
William the Abbot Church will open for private prayer daily from 8:00am – 4:00pm effective 
Tuesday, March 17, 2020. 

The Catholic Faith Network (CFN) will provide televised and online daily Masses, including 
Holy Week and Easter Liturgies, as well as other devotional and spiritual programs. (Optimum 
channel 29/137, Verizon FiOS TV channel 296, and Spectrum channel 162/471.) CFN is also 
available on selected cable and satellite systems and through 24/7 live stream at CFNtv.org. 
You can also watch CFN on Roku, Apple TV, Amazon Fire TV, Android, or by downloading the 
CFN iOS mobile app at the app store by searching “Catholic Faith Network” or “CFN”.  

Your local parish may also offer live streaming of liturgies. Please check your parish web site for 
availability. St. William the Abbot Church will post updates in regards to future live streaming 
options on the website stwilliam.org and on all the parish social media handles twitter, 
Facebook, and Instagram, please follow @stwilliamabbot.  



Currently, our Catholic Schools are closed through Friday, March 27, 2020, following the 
measures taken by Nassau and Suffolk public schools. However, we continue to monitor the 
situation and will adapt and update as needed. Our parish Religious Education programs will 
remain suspended until Tuesday, April 14, 2020. Again, we continue to monitor the situation 
and will adapt and update as needed.  

In an effort to participate in the statewide efforts to halt the spread of the COVID-19 virus, 
effective on Wednesday, March 18, 2020, the administrative offices of the Diocese of Rockville 
Centre located in Rockville Centre and Massapequa Park will be closed through Monday, April 
13, 2020. Offices are scheduled to reopen on Tuesday, April 14, 2020, at 8:30 am. These 
locations will be thoroughly cleaned during closure. All employees will be working remotely, 
with business being conducted by email, telephonically or electronically, as best as possible. 
For the latest information visit www.drvc.org.  

Reconciliation Monday is also cancelled. Confessions will be heard by appointment only, 
please contact the rectory at (516) 785-1266 or email priests@stwilliam.org.  

If you have any questions or concerns you may contact the Rectory (516) 785-1266.  
 
Sincerely,  
 



 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
Thank you for helping your child stay up to date with assignments on Google Classroom. Almost 
every student is turning in work on time.  I hope the videos for each assignment are helping out. 
I have been sending comments to each student. Many students are emailing me questions 
which is great. I will keep communication with students open throughout the day.  If you have 
any questions or need help answering their questions feel free to contact me at 
sfrank5651@stwilliamtheabbot.net 
This is a new way of learning for everyone.  I am confident that my students will continue to 
excel.  I am very blessed to have such wonderful students who want to do their best and be 
successful. 
 
Try to remain stress free as best you can. Try to be positive even though it is difficult at times. 
Take time to enjoy your family and reconnect. May God bless you and keep you healthy and 
safe.  We will get through this. 
 
Sincerely, 
Mrs. Frank                                           

                                   
                               



Pre K 3
I miss you ! 

Dear PreK-3 Families and Students,
Just the other day we were showing off our 

Leprechaun Traps and playing together. 
Now we are all playing at home.  

Please check out my class page Friday 3/20 for 
information on our

NEW GOOGLE CLASSROOM page.  
Every Monday-Wednesday-Friday I will post new 

assignments and videos .  
Get ready for “Virtual CIRCLE TIME!!”  

Once I figure everything out  of course!

Don’t worry about our class pet, Honey, she is 
home with me safe and sound.  I am doing lots of 

playing  at home with my  kids and I hope you 
are too!

WITH LOVE

Mrs. Calcano

Leprechaun

with me safe and sound.  I



Dear 2-1 Students and Families,
 
The second day of remote learning has
ended. I hope you are finding it easy to
follow and do the classwork and
homework assignments. I am excited to
tell you that I have stocked up on stickers
and can't wait to give them to you when
we return to school in a few weeks. So,
complete your assignments, do neat work
and you will be rewarded. We will have a
SUPER DUPER AUCTION when we get back! I
miss you and remember we are all in this
together.
Love,
Ms. Milteer

 



DEAR PARENTS &
STUDENTS,

    We have made it  through
the f irst two days of remote
learning. You are doing a
great job! Please continue
checking my website daily.  I
wi l l  be available to answer
your questions, just email  me.
I  miss being with al l  of you!
Be safe! 
Love,
Mrs.  Hettler  



To my Third Graders… 

Hello from Mrs. Schuler!!! Hope everyone is surviving your time 
away from SWS!! 

I miss seeing your smiling faces!! It’s very quiet around my 
house!!  

Remember to keep logging in to Google Classroom for updates 
and additional activities to work on.    

Hope you’re getting time to do some fun activities too.  I’ve 
been walking in the Massapequa preserve for exercise.   

We’re “cooking up”  a project for next week.   Look at Google 
Classroom on Friday for a “recipe” for fun!!!! 

Be well! Stay healthy! Have a little fun too. 

 

       Mrs. Schuler 

 



 

 

 

Seventh and Eighth Grade Students, 

I am hoping that you are enjoying these days with family!! Know that you are 

missed!  Classrooms when empty are just walls, but when you are there the walls 

bounce with your thoughts, voices and countless moments of sharing knowledge and 

ideas that help us all to grow, change and become something new.  I hope that you 

have found the Google classroom assignments easy to work through, challenging to 

keep you engaged in learning, and helping you to complete the work we have yet to 

accomplish.  Know that I am only an email or in google classroom a message away.  

Can’t wait to see you all back in the walls of SWS!!! For you are SWS! You are the 

voice, the Spirit and the Life that makes these walls resound with the sounds of 

the wisdom of learning and true love of faith!  

Love and Peace, 

Mr. H 

 



February 11,
2020

Talking with children about Coronavirus Disease 2019:
Messages for parents, school staff, and others working with
children

cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/talking-with-children.html

As public conversations around coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) increase, children may
worry about themselves, their family, and friends getting ill with COVID-19. Parents, family
members, school staff, and other trusted adults can play an important role in helping
children make sense of what they hear in a way that is honest, accurate, and minimizes
anxiety or fear. CDC has created guidance to help adults have conversations with children
about COVID-19 and ways they can avoid getting and spreading the disease.

General principles for talking to children
Remain calm and reassuring.

Remember that children will react to both what you say and how you say it. They will
pick up cues from the conversations you have with them and with others.

Make yourself available to listen and to talk.

Make time to talk. Be sure children know they can come to you when they have
questions.

Avoid language that might blame others and lead to stigma.

Remember that viruses can make anyone sick, regardless of a person’s race or
ethnicity. Avoid making assumptions about who might have COVID-19.

Pay attention to what children see or hear on television, radio, or online.

Consider reducing the amount of screen time focused on COVID-19. Too much
information on one topic can lead to anxiety.

Provide information that is honest and accurate.

Give children information that is truthful and appropriate for the age and
developmental level of the child.
Talk to children about how some stories on COVID-19 on the Internet and social media 1/3
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Talk to children about how some stories on COVID-19 on the Internet and social media
may be based on rumors and inaccurate information.

Teach children everyday actions to reduce the spread of germs.

Remind children to stay away from people who are coughing or sneezing or sick.
Remind them to cough or sneeze into a tissue or their elbow, then throw the tissue
into the trash.
Discuss any new actions that may be taken at school to help protect children and
school staff.
(e.g., increased handwashing, cancellation of events or activities)
Get children into a handwashing habit.

Teach them to wash their hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds,
especially after blowing their nose, coughing, or sneezing; going to the
bathroom; and before eating or preparing food.
If soap and water are not available, teach them to use hand sanitizer. Hand
sanitizer should contain at least 60% alcohol. Supervise young children when
they use hand sanitizer to prevent swallowing alcohol, especially in schools and
childcare facilities.

Facts about COVID-19 for discussions with children
Try to keep information simple and remind them that health and school officials are
working hard to keep everyone safe and healthy.

What is COVID-19?

COVID-19 is the short name for “coronavirus disease 2019.” It is a new virus. Doctors
and scientists are still learning about it.
Recently, this virus has made a lot of people sick. Scientists and doctors think that
most people will be ok, especially kids, but some people might get pretty sick.
Doctors and health experts are working hard to help people stay healthy.

What can I do so that I don’t get COVID-19?

You can practice healthy habits at home, school, and play to help protect against the
spread of COVID-19:

Cough or sneeze into a tissue or your elbow. If you sneeze or cough into a tissue,
throw it in the trash right away.
Keep your hands out of your mouth, nose, and eyes. This will help keep germs
out of your body.
Wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. Follow these five 2/3



Wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. Follow these five
steps—wet, lather (make bubbles), scrub (rub together), rinse and dry. You can
sing the “Happy Birthday” song twice.
If you don’t have soap and water, have an adult help you use a special hand
cleaner.
Keep things clean. Older children can help adults at home and school clean the
things we touch the most, like desks, doorknobs, light switches, and remote
controls. (Note for adults: you can find more information about cleaning and
disinfecting on CDC’s website.)
If you feel sick, stay home. Just like you don’t want to get other people’s germs in
your body, other people don’t want to get your germs either.

What happens if you get sick with COVID-19?

COVID-19 can look different in different people. For many people, being sick with
COVID-19 would be a little bit like having the flu. People can get a fever, cough, or have
a hard time taking deep breaths. Most people who have gotten COVID-19 have not
gotten very sick. Only a small group of people who get it have had more serious
problems. From what doctors have seen so far, most children don’t seem to get very
sick. While a lot of adults get sick, most adults get better.
If you do get sick, it doesn’t mean you have COVID-19. People can get sick from all
kinds of germs. What’s important to remember is that if you do get sick, the adults at
home and school will help get you any help that you need.
If you suspect your child may have COVID-19, call the healthcare facility to let them
know before you bring your child in to see them.

Top of Page
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If anyone has been financially impacted by

employment related to the COVID=-19 virus closures

and resulting changes in employment status, they

are welcome to contact Parish Social Ministry for

use of the food pantry and to discuss other available

options.  Please call 516-679-8532

SWS Food Pantry 

Apple Juice

Mac & Cheese

Chicken Broth

Saurkraut

Tomato Puree

Crushed Tomatoes

Crackers

Any Fresh Produce

Cleaning Supplies

Diapers Size 5 & 6

IS  IN  NEED  OF  THE
 FOLLOWING  ITEMS

Donations may be dropped off in the food pantry bins

located in the church from 8am - 4pm

or at Parish Social Ministry 
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