
 
 

October 1, 2020 
 
Dear St. William the Abbot Families, 
 
We’ve made it to October!  As this is the  month of the Holy Rosary, our students will pray a decade of the 
Rosary each morning.  We pray that our Blessed Mother continues to intercede for us as a community, keeping 
us healthy and safe. 
 
By now, you may have heard that the Diocese of Rockville Centre filed a voluntary petition to reorganize under 
Chapter 11 of the US Bankruptcy Code.  While this is more uncertain news in a year riddled with uncertainty, 
we do know that our schools and parishes are separate legal entities from the Diocese and are NOT filing 
Chapter 11.  St. William the Abbot School, and all Diocesan Catholic schools, remain critical to the mission of 
the Diocese and the mission of the Catholic Church. For all intents and purposes, this filing on the part of the 
Diocese will have no effect on our day-to-day operations, and our work continues! 
 
To that end, you may recall that I mentioned in correspondence over the summer that we will be assessing our 
students this Fall to identify any gaps or setbacks in learning as a result of the Covid-19 quarantine and remote 
learning.  Beginning next week, we will formally assess students using the iReady Diagnostic tool in both ELA 
and Math.  These exams replace the IOWA exams.  The iReady Diagnostic is an adaptive assessment that 
adjusts its questions to suit the needs of students.  Each item a student receives is based on their answer to the 
previous question.  For example, a series of correct answers will result in slightly harder questions, while a 
series of incorrect answers will yield slightly easier ones.  The purpose of this is not to give your child a score 
or grade, but to determine how to best support their learning.  We have also adopted the iReady Math program 
in Grades K-8, replacing the Go Math series.  
 
Please be advised that we will return to REGULAR Winter Uniforms beginning on November 1, 2020.  We 
have scheduled Photo Day for November 2nd.  Photo Day will consist of individual photos only, no class 
photos or group photos as we continue to follow safety guidelines.  Also, the cap and gown photos for the Class 
of 2021 will NOT be taken on November 2nd.  We will advise when those photos will occur.  
 
Thank you for your ongoing support of SWS!  So many of you have written and/or called to express gratitude 
for the efforts being made to keep our children safe, and those affirmations mean so much.  We are partners in 
this undertaking, and together, we will continue to do whatever is necessary to provide a loving, challenging, 
stimulating, and healthy environment for all SWS students.  God bless! 
 
Have a great week, 
Mrs. Bricker 
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